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roviding poor men-and women with a chance to 
e control of their lives is the purpose of Our 
Voice. For seven years now we have given oppor- 
tunities to more than 2000 people in Edmonton 

who have found themselves living in poverty 
Our Voice is a project of Bissell Centre and was founded 
in 1994 to empower people who were homeless or at risk of 
becoming so, as they work toward gainful employment 
and self-sufficiency. With more than a seven-year history 
the Our Voice organization has gained notoriety for honest 
news reporting and our unique approach to addressing 


poverty. 


the sparechange magazine 


Please send a cheque to: 


Our Voice 10527-96 Street 
Edmonton AB. I5H 2H6 


Your money will go toward: 
@ Helping with the printing costs of Our Voice. 

@ Computer and writing training for our vendors. 

@ Continued support and empowerment services for vendors. 


Enclosed is a tax-deductible donation for : 


$100.00___ $75.00___ $50.0__ Other 


Our Voice has come a long way but needs more to be done 
and we cannot do it without you. Your tax-deductible 
financial contribution will allow us to continue our com- 
mitment of helping the homeless/and the unemployed 
transition into gainful employment. 

Won't you please take a minute and send in your con- 
tribution today? Your giving and supportive spirit will not 
go unrecognized. 


Name: 


Address:__ 


Organization (if any):__ 


Phone: __ 
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OUR VOICE is published to provide 
an income opportunity for 
economically marginalized people 
in our society while 
communicating their issues to the 
public. 


OUR VOICE is a NON-PROFIT 
program that survives on vendors, 
advertising contributions and Tax 
Deductible Donations. 


Vf you have any concerns about 
vendor behavior call our 
distribution team at: 


#423-2285 ext. 139 


ADVERTISING 


For advertising rates and related 
information, please contact 


Natasha @ 423-2285 Ext 162 
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Our Voice invites your contri- 
butions and input. 


Letters sent to the editor are 
assumed to be for publication, 
unless otherwise indicated. 


Our Voice welcomes written 
submissions (particularly 
those on PC or Mac compati- 
ble diskettes), cartoons, pho- 
tographs or artwork. 


Our Voice cannot accept 
responsibility for any submis- 
sion. No part of this newspa- 
per may be reproduced in any 
form without written permis- 
sion from Our Voice. 


Opinions expressed in this 
newspaper are not necessarily 
those of Our Voice, the editors 
or publishers. 


Our Voice is a member of the 
North American Street 


Newspaper Association 
(NASNA). 
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canaries in the mineshaft 


Health, Poverty 
& Neoliberalism 


ymic inequaliti 
nT 
l re 
pping 
Po een a ult issue 1ddress 
The 1 SCUSS enders shame s temp 
ing to pathologize the poor, to individualize their plight 
as self-induced or caused by some endogenous defect 
character or gene. A deeper understand ntails effort 
and the willingness to examine the larger socio-p 


cal context, which shapes the individual exp 
poverty 

In some ways, the poor are the canaries in tl 
mineshaft. They tell us where our society is headit 
They are the black omens of a growing disparit 
between the have’s and the have-not’s—a gap 


nat 
threatens everyone regardless of socioeconomic status 

A strong and persistent social gradient in health sta 
tus has been observed in all industrialized societies of 
the world. Health status is positively associated with 
social status (e.g. income, education, social class) across 
the entire social spectrum. The burgeoning literature on 
socio-economic inequalities in health identifies income 
-the width of the gap between the very rich and 
e ple determinant of health. 
According to an editorial in the British Medical Journal: 
“What matters in determining mortality and health in 
a society is less the overall wealth of that society and 


more how evenly wealth is distributed. The more equal- 
Ww wealth fs distributed the better the health of that 


ry poor—as a prin 


For the past decade, Canada has t 1g th 
top 5 countries in terms of population health—with life 
expectancies of 76.2 years for men and 81.9 years for 
women. Japan is the current leader with life 
cies of 77.6 years for men and 84.3 years for w 


comparison, the United States typically comes in at 
; 
he 


*xpectan- 


ymen. In 


about 25th place. This occurs despite the fact that the 


USA's tot 


re accounts for about 
are spending worldwide. Among 
wealthy countries, the United States has the largest gap 
ich partly explains its dismal 


care expent 
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Just the Facts, Ma’am. Just the Facts! 


The positive health outcomes enjoyed by Canadians 
reflect the more egalitarian structure of our society 


While Canada has never been an equal society, the 


effects of economic disparities have een 
offset by strong social poli ies. Ex rj 
ous tax and economic transfer polic 
limit income differences across the country, as well as 
yn of important social services. But with the 
rade Organization's policies to extend NAFTA 
as other global changes, Canada 5 
sure from transnational corporatior in 
ountries in changing its equity-enhancing | 
so as to “globalize” the economy. This trend has been 
yccompanied by domestic efforts to cut sor ling 
in order to reduce Federal and Provincia Th 
does not bode well for the poor. 
But careful examination of income and health data 


“The primary 
determinants of disease 
are mainly economic 
and social, and there- 
fore its remedies must 
also be economic 
and social.” 


reveals that there is more to this relationship than sim- 


ply the poor becoming ill at a greater rate than the 
non-poor. In fact, findings suqeest that the factors that — 


yone Dut in somewnat lesser degrees. Kecent anal 
ses suggest that socio-economic differences in health 
actually reflect basic structures and functions of a socie 
ty—and how the population responds to these struc- 
tures and functions—not simply that this group or that 
group are lacking resources that can be remedied by 
directing programs to assist the less fortunate 

In Unhealthy Societies: the Afflictions of Inequality, 
Richard Wilkinson shows that societies with greater eco- 
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nomic inequality begin to disintegrate—that is, they 


show decreased social cohesion and increased individ- 


ual malaise, all of which are precursors of illness and 
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ath. Or, to put it another way, econo 
ontributes to the deterioration o 
degree of social cohesion and 


th America the 
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ste ire security guards 
yf which hastens societal disintegr« 
] ng richer re subject 
nat pe I nan f gq he u 
und ¢ itional tems, it I io 
n vn riputes to ¢ ) ersonal contro 
( ther predictor of illness and deat! 
crea yly, Canada is heading t the 
can model of growing inequality 1 t 
bases, and decreased services. At the heart of thes« 
reforms is a new fabric of relations between the state 


oliberal- 


and the 


| society. This new fabric consists of ne 


ism in the form of deregulation, fiscal austerity 

orporatization and privatization of the 
In Alberta, citizen 

ual consumers of newly ¢ 


public sector 


ympetitive public services, 


and citizen rights have been redefined as consume! 


rights. The public sector itself has undergone consider- 
able downsizing as the government has pursued the 
privatization agenda. And even more alarmingly, there 
has been a clear shift in social welfare away from uni- 
versality to “a modest safety net.’ 

Through the imposition of commercial values, 
neoliberalism has brought increasing poverty and 
growth in income differences. This has been hastened 
by the attempted destruction of the collective institu- 
tions capable of counteracting neoliberal effects, prima- 

y those of the state—the repository of the universal 
values associated with the idea of the public realm. 

In Alberta, the most recent attacks on the public 
realm have occurred under the guise of health care 
reform. Despite the wealth of information arguing 
against the privatization of health care, Alberta is mov- 
ing towards a system of health delivery similar to the 


[he cumulative effects of these neoliberalist reforms 
will be an even greater gap between the rich and the 
poor—and all of the dire consequences that stem from 
such inequities. Geoffrey Rose concluded his seminal 
book The Strategy of Preventive Health Care by stating: 
“The primary determinants of disease are mainly eco- 
nomic and social, and therefore its remedies must also 
be economic and social. Medicine and politics cannot 
and should not be kept apart.” It is time that we heed 
the canaries in the mineshaft 


Estimated number of people today who live on less than $30 per month 1,300,000,000 
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A 2nd Locke 


enants at the Locke Apartment are 
getting fed up with frequent health 
inspections since the apartment has 
been targeted by a community 
group bent on cleaning up the neighbour- 
hood. The apartment has 33 suites, and had 


ultes have been conde nned by Capita 
Health. 

Wayne Goebel has owned the Locke 
Apartment since February 2001. He says 
that the law is not being applied equally 
with regard to the apartment. "Other people 
have owned the building for years, but they 
(health inspectors) haven't hit on them but 
they're hitting on me." As an example, he 
said there were holes for years where a pipe 
had been removed upstairs and "all of a 
sudden it is treated as a major problem." 

He said every time the health board 
comes in he has to fix little things so it's 
hard to do major renovations. Even suites 
that have no problems have been inspected 
repeatedly. He feels there is pressure: to get 
rid of the building because community 
groups want to clean up the neighbour- 
hood. He has apartments in other areas 
with a total of 81 suites for low-income ten- 
ants and said he has never had problems 
with those buildings. One of the buildings, 
located at 11926-129 Avenue was even 
given a letter of recommendation from 
Mike Brown. 

Goebel attended Community Action 
Project (CAP) meetings, but stopped because 
they were "too abusive. It wasn't funny. | 
find it very offensive that they called the 
women (tenants) prostitutes. They want to 
push all the people out of the neighbour- 
hood instead of solving the problem. It's a 
social problem. CAP could do positive 
things like having meetings to teach people 
how to be good tenants." One of the women 
who was labeled a prostitute is a small Inuit 
woman who took care of her brother who 
has multiple medical problems. 

Goebel said that he thinks the human 
rights of the tenants have been violated. 

Tension among the tenants at the Locke 
runs high. Many of the tenants are fearful 
of being forced to move out, and since 


Months after publishing The Communist Manifesto that Karl Marx became editor of a newspaper funded by industrialists : 


January 2001 they have been subjected to 

frequent health inspections. Henry, who has 

lived in Suite 27 since October 5 said, "There 

have been health inspectors here every 

Tuesday and sometimes, other times as well, 

but they don't always come into my suite. 
ae ae L) L) 
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ashing walls and floors the hallway 


and common areas to help out the landlord. 


Glen, who moved into the Locke three 
months ago, said he feels the frequent 
inspections are a form of harassment. “They 
are invading my home - that's an invasion 
of privacy,” he said. “They look in the cup- 


“Tension 
among the 
tenants at the 
Locke runs 
high. Many 
are fearful of 
being forced 
to move out” 


boards and the fridge and check out the 
smoke detector. They said it doesn’t work, 
but it does. It comes on when I cook.” 

One tenant, who does not want to be 
named, said the health inspector knocked 
on the door of the suite for twenty minutes 
straight, refusing to leave until the tenant 
finally opened the door. 

Harold, who does routine maintenance 
in the building, said, "He (Goebel) has had 
to do twice as much work as the previous 
landlord because they're always on his 
case." 


— ants na 


Rents at the Locke range from $250 to 
$480 a month including utilities. There is 
no damage deposit required, and the suites 
are furnished. The tenants are almost all 
low-income with many on social assistance. 
For those on welfare, the usually 


rent is sent 


e problems manaaina . r 


also cashes checks for tenants and lends 


them money when necessary. Tenants who 
have to move out receive refunds for the 
balance of the month except in cases where 
some money has been deducted for dam- 
ages. 

Some of the tenants would have great 
difficulty finding housing elsewhere. One 
tenant, who has a mental disability, finally 
was able to move out when she became old 
enough to be accepted into McCauley 
Lodge, a residence for hard-to-house seniors. 
For months everyone, including CAP and 
the health inspector, knew she had severe 
problems with caring for herself, but noth- 
ing was done. 

Mike Brown, Safety Codes Officer from 
Safe Housing, sent Goebel a “form letter” 
Stating he has until February 25 to comply 
with everything laid out in the order, or 
Brown could charge him or get a court 
injunction for him to make the repairs and 
renovations. 

Brown said, "It is not a demolition order. 
There is no such thing as a demolition 
order. We always give the people the option. 
It is an order to comply with A, B, and C. If 
you do not comply, we could go ahead and 
demolish the property after an engineer is 
sent in to determine if the building is safe 
and worth salvaging.” 

Goebel has submitted the required engi- 
neer's report, confirming that the building is 
structurally sound, and a plan for renova- 
tions. He said the renovations will cost 70 to 
100 thousand dollars. He also plans to hire 
two women who are tenants to clean and 
night watchman to be on site from 11 p.m. 
to7 a.m. 

Nick Skippings, health inspector with 
Capital Health, has been going through the 
Locke for inspections since Jaunary 2001. 
He said there is pressure from the communi- 


ty groups, such as the Community Action 
Project (CAP) that "nothing has been done’. 

One problem is that the windows in the 
basement suites are too small. Also, there is 
no fire separation between floors, although 
the Locke was renovated in 1997 with RRAP 
money and, at that time, passed the build 
Ing code 


[he building has a lot of problems, but 
there are some suites that are reasonable 
There is a need for housing and we have to 
balance that, but if we end up closing some 
of the worse suites, the tenants will be 
moved to better housing. We have some 


places they can move to if necessary," said 
Skippings. 

Tenants, however, are skeptical. “Better 
housing is a room at the Royal Hotel until 
you run out of money,” one said. 

Three tenants from condemned suites 
went to the Boyle Street Co-op seeking hous- 
ing on January 24. The Co-op operates a 
housing registry but Victor Botari 
Community Centre Manager for the Co-op, 
said, "I know of no guarantee of finding bet- 
ter housing. It's difficult for people on the 
low end to find a place. What the Co-op can 


| do is provide people with a list of places, but 


it is up to the person to go to the place and 
meet with the landlord who may or may 
not accept him or her.” 

Botari said the tenants who are forced 
to move have to find a temporary place to 
stay until they find more permanent hous- 
ing. The ones on welfare may be able to get 
their workers to help them. Otherwise, they 
will have to go to a shelter, but with shelters 
turning people away nightly, even that is 
questionable. 

The Locke Apartment is located in 
Norwood, a community where about 60 
percent of the residents are homeowners, 
Four years ago, a group of homeowners who 
were concerned about cleaning up their 
neighbourhood formed CAP. 

From a community perspective, Michael 
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Pre 1S self interest i erytning. ere 1S 
a negative attitude among do-gooders 
towards property values, that property val- 
ues are a bad thing. Many of the people in 
the neighbourhood have had to scrape 
together money to own their own homes. 
When they become property owners, they 
care about their property values and they 
don't want crime in their neighbourhood." 

He said he met with Goebel a number of 
times. "He (Goebel) has no interest in help- 
ing the tenants. He's making money on the 
backs of the poor. The people need a safe 
place to stay. We are doing everything we 
can to get him out of there. The problem is 
the management, ownership and criminal 
activity in the building.' 

On October 2nd, CAP staged a media 
event to get the attention of the mayor and 
Capital Health, at which Walters presented 
the owners of the Locke (Nilsson Livestock 
and Goebel) with a Golden Cow Pie Award 
for the condition of the building. Neither 
attended. 

The problems at the Locke date-back as 
far as 40 years ago. "They're not new - we're 
just more effective in getting things done,” 
Walters said. 


LINDA DUMONT 


HOUSING ae | 


“We have been weakened 
in our resistance to the pro- 
fessional anti-Communists 
because we know in our 
hearts that our so-called 
democracy has excluded 
millions of citizens from a 
normal life and the normal 
American privileges of 
health, housing and educa- 
tion” ; 


Agnes E. Mever 


Car Salesmen 
LETTERS 


didn’t vote for Ralph Klein - ever. I also 
his actions. Mr. Klein 
ordinary people to the 
When Mr. Klein 
leaves office his corporate pals will take care 
of him 

Remember former Pr 
Mr. Lougheed now earns big money sitting 
on corporate boards. Mr. Klein doesn’t care 
about welfare people, poor working people, 
the homeless, wages, health care or the 
environment. 

Too bad a lot of people believe every- 
: j : thing they hear. Slick propaganda seems to 
it down till the average is win every time. Ever hear of the saying, 
three and a half... | never “Car salesmen are the bottom of the bar- 


write “metropolis” for rel?” Well, Mr. Klein was a car salesman in 
seven cents, because | can Calgary at one time. 


get the same money for 
“city.” | never write “police- 
man," because | can get the 
same price for “cop. ... | 
never write “valetudinari- 
an” at all, for not even 
hunger and wretchedness 
can humble me to the point 
where | will do a word like 
that for seven cents; | 
wouldn't do it for fifteen.’ 


don’t agree with 


has sold-out t 


corporate interests. 
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“An average English word is 
four letters and a half. By 
hard, honest labor I've dug 
all the large words out of 
my vocabulary and shaved 


An Apology 
Mask Twa In the December issue of Our 
Voice, to illustrate articles 
about Child Welfare, we pub- 
lished file photos of children 
that were taken several years 
ago in Northern Alberta. The 
children in the pictures had no 
relationship to the content of 
the articles. We apologize to 
the parents of these children 
and to the children themselves 
for any misunderstanding or 
embarrassment caused 


by our actions. 


NATASHA LAURENCE 
PIETER DE Vos 
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am sue in i lonse to. 


me ona 
at Mc in's 
office; with ponies to 
Theresa McBryans’ article "The 
Art of Protest" (OV Janusry). 
Our Voice has really turned out 
to be my favorite local paper in 
the last couple of years and I 
will always support it proudly. 

First of all, I want to discuss 
the nature of your presence at 
the sit-in. You write that you 
were invited as a journalist, but 
it seems that no one, except 
perhaps the person who invited 
you, knew that you were there 
as a journalist. We talked casu- 
ally about Our Voice. There 
were no interviews included in 
your article which didn't give 
anyone the chance to see what 
we had to say. You spent the 
night and were offered a blan- 
ket as well as food; this was 
how we treated everyone who 
came looking to spend time 
there. 

When working in a group 
of that size with that much flu- 
idity and inclusiveness to peo- 
ple of all different kinds and 
with all different skills and 
views, it’s very hard to welcome 
everyone in a formal manner. 
We did our best. 

I also want to point out that 
you judge our entire sit-in based 
on your experience on the last 
evening of it. You were not pres- 
ent when we walked in, or for 
the negotiations themselves, 
which were handled extremely 
well by our liasons Marika 
Schwandt and _ fiona 
Cavanagh. For the record, the 


foyer office is not used by the 


ige of a desk We offered to 
clear a path to the main office, 
and invaded no privacy by 
looking at any files or intimi- 
dating them. (Anne's right 
hand woman, Farah 


Letters can be mailed to: 

> 10527-97 Street, 

| >Edmonton, AB 

>T5H 2H6 

>Email: ourvoice @bissellcentre.org 
| >Fax: (780) 429-7008 


dealt with properly. An occupa- 
tion backed by the simple 
demand for a meeting and 
forum is legitimate 

Media coverage brought us 
public awareness and hundreds 
of calls and emails of support -- 
our hot tub was paid for by 
ommunity donations. The 
reporters were never forced to 
told them that 
we would prefer them not to be 


teave -- we jus 


around for priv ate discussion 
They had running vehicles out- 
side that they could have put 
the cameras in if they were con- 
cerned, and when we realized 
this had temporarily delayed 
the functioning of their equip- 
ment, we apologized and told 
them next time they could sim- 
ply turn the cameras off. No 
one was shoved out the door, 
ever. 

Finally, | want to address 
your accusation that the uni- 
versity students at the sit-in are 
economically powerful and ide- 


We were not all university stu- 
dents, we had raging grannies, 
the Council of Canadians and 
NDP members there. The first 
man to be arrested is on welfare 


and buys all his t-shirts from 


“On to the issue of 
The Art of Protest, | 
find it ridiculous that 
you should call young 
people provocative as 
well as short on 
common sense and 
simple courtesy” 


Mohammad, confirmed that we 
were not intimidating to the 
office staff despite what police 
media man Dean Parthenis 
had to say to the corporate 
media) No one was denied 
entry to the office. After a man 
tripped on a backpack special 
care was taken to ensure that 
no one would have trouble get- 
ting through ever again. 
People coming into the 
office, whether out of curiosity 
or to conduct business, were 


Number of dodo heads successfully preserved since the birds’ extinction in 1638:1 


Our Voice. One university stu- 
dent age arrestee works on the 
Community Action Project. 
Another young woman who 
was at the sit-in teaches grade 
two for peanuts on the Alexis 
reserve and often supplies her 
kids with breakfast. The list 
goes on and you might be sur- 
prised at the activities of the 
"kids who should do it better 
next time’. 

We have all been active in 
fighting the privatization of 


university education because it 
affects lower income people 
including ourselves. Many of us 
go on "CopWatch", a patrol put 
on by Citizens for Peaceful 
Communities to watch for 
police abusing people who 
don't know their rights. We 
fought Bill 11, we volunteer at 
Food Not Bombs, we've rounded 
up furniture left by students at 
the end of the semester and 
brought it to places like the 
Bissell Centre. We stand in soli- 
darity with the Dene of Cold 
Lake. We work with people in 
labour. We aren't protesting 
because it’s cool. It's cool for 
people our age to go shopping 
and watch MTV. We're not cool. 
We're not all educated. | haven't 
been to university, nor had a 
number of the people at the sit- 
in. How many hours have we 
donated to our group? I have 
put many hours towards the 
groups I work in (EcoCity, PAN, 
Students for a Free Tibet, G-8 


that I work and have oth« 
stresses in my life. 

On to the issue of "The Art 
of Protest”, I find it ridiculous 
that you should call young peo- 
ple provocative as well as short 
on common sense and simple 
courtesy, and then go on to call 
Len Douziec, who was part of 
the group who came up with 
the idea of an occupation and 
did everything we did, a protest- 
ing saint. I'm a naive youth 
who provoked the office but Len 
was "doing the right thing"? 
Could it be that perhaps you're 
biased towards youth? Just like 
Len, we the 10 other people 
who were arrested (myself 
included), don't measure our 
activism by how often or if 
we're arrested.It's our daily life 
and attitudes that we're proud 
of, not our legal track record. It 
was us "young people" who 
researched and made the pam- 
phlets, and will attempt a com- 
munity forum. We're giving a 
lot to the community and doing 
our best to be inclusive, stand 
by our principles, create gender 
equality and work for change. 
We are out to protect public 
healthcare, education and serv- 
ices as well as the environment. 

And finally, the comment 
"Come on kids let's do it better 
next time" is pretty condescend- 
ing, and ageist; it frames the 
McLellan occupation group as 
being an elite students only 


group. 
Tess ELswoRTHY 
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protest! 


dealt with properly. An occupa- 
tion backed by the simple 
demand for a meeting and 
forum is legitimate 


ey 


Car Salesmen 


university education because it 
affects lower income people 
including ourselves. Many of us 
go on "CopWatch", a patrol put 
on by Citizens for Peaceful 
Communities to watch for 


didn’t vote for Ralph Klein - ever. I also 


4 ‘ ; Media coverage brought us 
don’t agree with his actions. Mr. Klein = ab oe 


a a ease 


public awareness and hundreds 


has sold-out the ordinary people to the 

corporate interests. When Mr. Klein 
leaves office his corporate pals will take care 
of him. 

Remember former Premier Lougheed? 
Mr. Lougheed now earns big money sitting 
on corporate boards. Mr. Klein doesn’t care 
about welfare people, poor working people 


“An average English word is 
four letters and a half. By 
hard, honest labor I've dug 
all the large words out of 
my vocabulary and shaved 
it down till the average is 
three and a half... | never 
write “metropolis” for 
seven cents, because | can 
get the same money for 
“city.” | never write “police- 
man,’ because | can get the 
same price for “cop” ... | 
never write “valetudinari- 
an” at all, for not even 
hunger and wretchedness 
can humble me to the point 
where | will do a word like 
that for seven cents; | 
wouldn't do it for fifteen.’ 


the homeless, wages, health care or the 
environment. 

Too bad a lot of people believe every- 
thing they hear. Slick propaganda seems to 
win every time. Ever hear of the saying 


“Car salesmen are the bottom of the bar- 
rel?” Well, Mr. Klein was a car salesman in 
Calgary at one time. 


Mas. M. Miuer 


An Apology 
Mac TWAIN In the December issue of Our 
Voice, to illustrate articles 
about Child Welfare, we pub- 
lished file photos of children 
that were taken several years 
ago in Northern Alberta. The 
children in the pictures had no 
relationship to the content of 
the articles. We apologize to 
the parents of these children 
and to the children themselves 


for any misunderstanding or 


office, with regard to 
Theresa McBryans’ article "The 
Art of Protest" (OV Janusry). 
Our Voice has really turned out 
to be my favorite local paper in 
the last couple of years and | 
will always support it proudly. 

First of all, I want to discuss 
the nature of your presence at 
the sit-in. You write that you 
were invited as a journalist, but 
it seems that no one, except 
perhaps the person who invited 
you, knew that you were there 
as a journalist. We talked casu- 
ally about Our Voice. There 
were no interviews included in 
your article which didn't give 
anyone the chance to see what 
we had to say. You spent the 
night and were offered a blan- 
ket as well as food; this was 
how we treated everyone who 
came looking to spend time 
there. 

When working in a group 
of that size with that much flu- 
idity and inclusiveness to peo- 
ple of all different kinds and 
with all different skills and 
views, it’s very hard to welcome 
everyone in a formal manner. 


_foyer offi 


ce is not used by the 


ige of a desk. We offered to 
clear a path to the main office, 
and invaded no privacy by 
looking at any files or intimi- 
dating them. (Anne's right 
hand woman, Farah 


of calls and emails of support -- 
r hot tub was paid for by 


community donations. The 


reporters were never forced to 


leave -- we just told them that 
we would prefer them not to be 
around for private discussion. 
They had running vehicles out 
side that they could have put 
the cameras in if they were con 
cerned, and ‘when we realized 
this had temporarily delayed 
the functioning of their equip- 
ment, we apologized and told 
them next time they could sim- 
ply turn the cameras off. No 
one was shoved out the door, 
ever. 

Finally, | want to address 
your accusation that the uni- 
versity students at the sit-in are 
economically powerful and ide- 


not all un versity stu- 
dents, we had raging grannies, 
the Council of Canadians and 
NDP members there. The first 
man to be arrested is on welfare 
and buys all his t-shirts from 


Woe w 
We were 


“On to the issue of 
The Art of Protest, I 
find it ridiculous that 
you should call young 
people provocative as 
well as short on 
common sense and 
simple courtesy” 


Mohammad, confirmed that we 
were not intimidating to the 
office staff despite what police 


Our Voice. One university stu- 
dent age arrestee works on the 
Community Action Project. 


police abusing people who 
don't know their rights. We 
fought Bill 11, we volunteer at 
Food Not Bombs, we've rounded 
up furniture left by students at 
the end of the semester and 
brought it to places like the 
Bissell Centre. We stand in soli- 
darity with the Dene of Cold 
Lake. We work with people in 
labour. We aren't protesting 
because it’s cool. It's cool for 
people our age to go shopping 
and watch MTV. We're not cool. 
We're not all educated. I haven't 
been to university, nor had a 
number of the people at the sit- 
in. How many hours have we 
donated to our group? I have 
put many hours towards the 
groups I work in (EcoCity, PAN, 
Students for a Free Tibet, G-8 


that I work and have othet 
stresses in my life. 

On to the issue of "The Art 
of Protest", I find it ridiculous 
that you should call young peo- 
ple provocative as well as short 
on common sense and simple 
courtesy, and then go on to call 
Len Douziec, who was part of 
the group who came up with 
the idea of an occupation and 
did everything we did, a protest- 
ing saint. I'm a naive youth 
who provoked the office but Len 
was "doing the right thing"? 
Could it be that perhaps you're 
biased towards youth? Just like 
Len, we the 10 other people 
who were arrested (myself 
included), don't measure our 
activism by how often or if 
we're arrested.It's our daily life 
and attitudes that we're proud 
of, not our legal track record. It 
was us "young people" who 
researched and made the pam- 
phlets, and will attempt a com- 
munity forum. We're giving a 
lot to the community and doing 
our best to be inclusive, stand 
by our principles, create gender 
equality and work for change. 
We are out to protect public 


embarrassment caused We did our best. media man Dean Parthenis Another young woman who healthcare, education and serv- 
I also want to point out that had to say to the corporate __ was at the sit-in teaches grade _ ices as well as the environment. 
by our actions. you judge our entire sit-in based media) No one was denied _ two for peanuts on the Alexis And finally, the comment 
on your experience on the last entry to the office. Aftera man _ reserve and often supplies her "Come on kids let's do it better 
evening of it. You were not pres- tripped on a backpack special kids with breakfast. The list _ next time’ is pretty condescend- 
ent when we walked in, or for care was taken to ensure that goes on and you might be sur- ing, and ageist; it frames the 
NATASHA LAURENCE the negotiations themselves, 0 one would have trouble get- _ prised at the activities of the McLellan occupation group as 
which were handled extremely _ ting through ever again. "kids who should do it better being an elite students only 
Pieter DE Vos well by our liasons Marika People coming into the _ next time’. group. 
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Schwandt and Fiona 
Cavanagh. For the record, the 


office, whether out of curiosity 
or to conduct business, were 


We have all been active in 
fighting the privatization of 


; Number of dodo heads successfully preserved since the birds’ extinction in 1638 : 1 


Tess ELSWORTHY 


eee 


Not like 
hamburgers + 
running shoes 


Iberta’s health care system belongs 
to every man, woman and child in 
this province. We all have a stake 
in its future. 

While health care has suffered due to 
unstable funding and govemment misman- 
agement, the fundamentals of an outstand- 
ing system remain in place. Fortunately for 
Albertans, our public health care system is 
sustainable. 

Premier Klein, his various health minis- 
ters, and advisor Don Mazankowski have 
gone to great lengths to 
convince Albertans that 
our health care system 
is not sustainable. They 
claim that provincial 
health spending is out 
of control and that we 
can’t afford increases. 
The “solutions” they 
suggest include more 
private health care and 
shifting costs — to 
Albertans - through 
increased medicare pre- 
miums, user fees, pri- 
vate insurance, medical 
savings accounts, and 
other user-pay schemes. 

Recent data from the Canadian Institute 
for Health Information (CIHI) shows that per 
capita government spending is almost iden- 
tical to 1990 levels once adjustments have 
been made for inflation. CIHI is a highly- 
credible, independent institute that tracks 
health spending in Canada 


y 


1992/93 when Premier Klein took office. He 
ordered deep cuts to health care, to the tune 
of 22 per cent over three years. It’s not sur- 
prising that government uses this period as 
a starting point for its spending compar- 
isons. Five years ago health spending was at 
an all-time low. 

The current boom and bust cycle in 
health care funding is wasteful and harmful. 
Events in the Middle East a few months ago 


For it is important 
that awake people be 
awake, 
or a breaking line 
might discourage 
them back to sleep; 
the signals we give - 
yes, no, or maybe - 
should be clear: 
the darkness around 
us is deep. 


William Stafford 


Estimated number of angels that can dance on the head of a pin, according to the American Institute of Physics : 


Alberta’s health 
care system doesn’t 
need radical sur- 
gery. It needs 
strong, disciplined | care 
management and 
steady leadership. 


throughout the 1980s. That changed in Place. 


are determining how long Albertans must 
wait for medical treatment today. It’s unac- 
ceptable that oil prices dictate health spend- 
ing in Alberta. Budget stability is needed 
and it is possible. 

We don’t need to spend more for hospi- 
tals and physicians, but we do need to spend 
better. The most recent Auditor-General’s 
report contains more than 20 pages of 
detailed recommendations on ways to 
improve the system, and one of the first 
things government should do is strike a task 
force to implement them. 

The need for stability shows up in other 
ways, too. For example, Health and Wellness 
has lacked reliable leadership for close t 


The department has seen seven 


decade. 
deputy ministers come and go in just nine 
years. That's like changing your CEO every 
15 months. It’s no coincidence that the 
health budget 
approved last May 
has been modified 
three times in six 
months. It’s just 
another symptom of a 
poorly-managed 
department 

Now 


ever, Alberta’s health 


more than 
system 
strong, steady man- 
agement. It needs sta- 
bility. It needs innova- 
tion and creativity 
within a public frame- 
work. Our health care 

system needs to be healed, not taken apart. 
Rather than improving the way the sys- 
tem is managed, the Klein government 
seems intent on turning health care over to 
market forces. Market forces work well for 
many things, but not for health care. Health 
care cannot be sold like hamburgers and 
patients are not the 


needs 


running shoes, and 


More private health care will not benefit 
the majority of Albertans. Private health 
care companies are looking for 15 
1 15 per cent 
return on investment. These are the exact 
opposite pressures we want in our health 
care system. Profit motive should never take 
precedence over patient care 

The effect of competition on health care 
has been well studied and the conclusions 


annual growth rates and 


are consistent: competition increases costs 
and lengthens waiting lists in the public sys- 
tem. We are already seeing evidence of this 
in Alberta. More privatization will only 
exacerbate these problems. The Klein gov- 
ernment has produced no proof that private 


ard 

system. In some Albe 
surgical centres for eyes and joints are oper- 
ating with 


surgical centres are more efficient and less 


XN) 


yensive than public facilities 


oO 9 


ta regions, specialized 


great efficiency in the public sys- 


tem. Their role should be expanded, but 
only as public facilities. 


Another idea is to expand community 


health centres across the province. Pilot proj- 
ects have been su 
Edmonton. They work - so | 


in Calgary and 
t’s get on with it. 
Palliative care is another area w 


esstul 


here we 


need to do a better job. Including palliative- 


als.ab.ca 


care services on a province-wide basis would 
not only be prudent but an important ges- 
ture of compassion as well. When people 
reach the end of their lives, we should help 
them die with dignity. 

There are countless other ideas for 
improving Alberta’s health care system. 


We've pre nted some f these in the Lihera 


at www.aitaliber- 


Alberta’s health care system doesn't 


al surgery. It needs strong, disci- 


plined 
The Liberal Opposition believes a pub 
health care system that is properly funded 
and well managed is the most sensible, effi- 
cient, and fair option for Albertans - now, 
and for generations to come. 


management and steady leadersnip 


KEVIN TAFT 


The Darkness Around us is Deep 


ight off the top I want to say the Our Voice 

is not anti-business. Hard-working business 

people are the backbone of our economy. 

e desire to earn a decent living and even 

turn a profit are the motiva- 
tions behind many valuable 


the profit motive is not only unwelcome, it is down 
right dangerous. Health care is one of those areas. 
It is so obviously life and death, so essential to our 
ability to lead productive lives, so necessary. To 
approach health care only from 
the point of view of dollars and 


and life-enhancing enterprises. To approach health cents is a grave error in judgment. 
Bissell Centre and Our Voice And to abandon the task of creat- 
are supported in part by the cane only from the ing an efficient, publicly funded 
donations of concerned busi- point of view of dol- health care system that works for 
ness people in the community. everyone, by turning ourselves 
And Our Voice vendors are, in lars and cents is a over to corporate interests jeopard- 
fact, self-employed business izes us all. fa 

people, interested in working grave error in It is clear that this is exactly 
to enhance their lives. It would : what the Klein government 
be hypoctitical to take a stance judgment. intends to do - and is doing - with 


that is even remotely anti-busi- 
ness, 

It would also be hypocritical to say that we 
support business over and about any other value. 
It is our belief that business needs to concern itself 
with ethics and accountability - with a recognition 
of the part it plays in shaping, for good or ill, socie- 
ty as a whole. Profit must not be the only motiva- 
tion. 

There are also some areas of human life where 


speed, efficiency and a complete 
disregard for public discourse. 

It is extremely that we, the peo- 
ple, do not sleep through this. Phone, write, e-mail 
Ralph Klein, Gary Mar, your MLA, and then 
phone, write, and e-mail again. 

At the risk of sounding alarmist, the time to act 
on this is now. Tomorrow will be too late. 


NATASHA LAURENCE 


1064 | [Estimated number that can dance in a row across a pinhead's diameter, “Rockettes-style" : 1032] 


EDITORIAL cE 


| can only assume that 
your editorial writer 
tripped over the First 
Amendment and thought 
it was the office cat. ” 


Leren 0 NY HERALD TRIBUNE ON ITS POST: 
WORLD Wan II INSISTENCE THAT ITS EMPLOYEES 
SHOULD “STATE THER BELIEFS,” 


WOICE <b> 


COMMENTARY 


Se Ee 22 Antietam 


“As far as talent goes, 
Marilyn Monroe was so 
minimally gifted as to be 
almost unemployable, and 
anyone who holds to the 
opinion that she was a great 
natural comic identifies 
himself immediately as a 
dunce.” 


Commentary (cr 7 


Want to Dance? 


t the Solidarity Network Assembly 
of January 17th to 19th, represen- 
tatives of Social Activist 
Communities from all across 
Canada gathered to tell stories and share 
Strategies for moving their ideas for chang- 
ing the world out into the streets and into 
the consciousness of the larger community. 
some people wore T-shirts saying, “If I can- 
not dance, it’s not my revolution.” | only 
went to part of the conference because this 
was not an event where I felt I could dance. 

George Lakey, a well-respected activist 
organizer and trainer from the US, facilitat- 
ed a full day workshop that was both valu- 
able and interesting. It began with an exer- 
cise in visualizing, on a horizontal scale - 
negative on the right to positive on the left - 
the range of attitudes in the general public 
that social activists hoped to change by 
their activities. Participants were asked to 
visualize this horizontal line as the base of a 
half circle and to think of the wedges of this 
figure as blocks of individuals they wished 
to shift one space left. We were asked to 
accept that the wedge on the far right would 
not move, but could be isolated if all other 
wedges moved left. 

For Our Voice, the people in the wedge 
on the far right are the people who shout 
“Get a job!” at our vendors. There has 
always been a lot of cruelty and ignorance 
in the world - we are not going to change 
that. The next wedge of people in our pie 
are people who say “Here’s a donation, keep 
the paper, I never read it.” Yes, job one for 
us is getting some money into our vendors 
pockets, but Our Voice is not a panhan- 
dling accessory. That kind of charity hides 
another species of contempt, sometimes 
unknown. We would like these people to 
move into our next wedge, that of people 
who buy the paper, read it, and tell us we 
are all socialists and these stories are really 
depressing. At least they are reading it and 
giving our vendors the dignity of perform- 


Squeal like a pig! 


igs are now faced with a new career 

choice. In the past they were limited 

to providing bacon and ham, pork- 

chops and shoe leather, but now they 
can aspire to become replacement organ 
donors for their human masters. This new 
choice promises longevity, for at least a part 
of the pig, too. 

Of Canadians polled on the use of pig 
replacement parts or xeno transplants to 
humans the news broadcasts said 47% said 
they were in favour. I don’t know where 


ing a socially valuable function, that of sell- 
ing a product. These readers we would like 
to see get past the labeling and see the peo- 
ple who write for and sell this product as fel- 
low human beings, struggling with the 
Same issues they do, usually with less 
resources. The next wedge is people who tell 
vendors, “We read the paper every month, 
it's always interesting even if we don’t 
always share your attitude.” For us the 
wedge on the far left is people who say 
“Thank you for writing about stuff no one 
else will touch. This is the only free press in 
Edmonton. How can we help you keep 
doing this?” 

The reason | felt uncomfortable at a 
Social Activist Conference is that many indi- 
viduals in the protest movement in 
Edmonton are angry at me personally 
because I was not unconditionally support- 
ive of the action in Justice Minister Anne 
McLellan’s office protesting anti-terrorism 
Bill C-36 (see December issue). Not every- 
body at the Solidarity Conference was nega- 
tive, to those who offered me moments of 
kindness, thank you. However, for those of 
you who are still unhappy with me it is time 
for a reality check. 


Reality Check One: 


Those raggedy guys out there on the street 
comer selling Our Voice are not a means to 
an end or a delivery system for Our Voice 
editorial content. THe He redson tor 
Our Voice, their well being, social and 
financial, is our end. Our vendors are mem- 
bers are of a group, mostly ignored when 
not vilified, who have the courage to get out 
there in public space, taking personal risks 
to their own self-esteem to help change the 
public attitude towards poverty and social 
injustice. They face that “Get a job!” crowd 
everyday, alone on their street corners. They 
have been doing it for more than seven 
years now. Writers and editor support their 
struggle for dignity, respect, acceptance and 
financial support from the community. 


they got the people to poll because they 
never polled me and a large number of 
Canadians I spoke to, (at least ten) were still 
uninformed that xenotransplants are even 
being considered. (Of course, five of them 
were drunk when I asked.) 

Imagine if one of these uninformed 
Canadians ended up on his way to OR for a 
new heart - a xeno transplant. (The word 
xeno brings up images of Zena, Warrior 
Princess, only a male counterpart - Zeno - 
Warrior Prince. Having a Zeno heart could 
be appealing.) Then the poor guy wakes up 
in recovery with a sudden passion for mud 
wrestling, a sport he never even considered 
watching before he got the new heart, and 


Reality Check Two: 


Anne McLellan is one of our advertisers, She 
is already in that far left wedge of people 
who contribute cash to help us move our 
project forward. Sale of the paper to vendors 
covers very little of the cost of production. 
Donations from private individuals to the 
Bissell Centre general revenue cover every- 
thing else. We have no dedicated grant 
funding from any source, government or 
corporate. Our Voice The Project also oper- 
ates on spare change. The few dollars we get 
from advertising revenue are important to 
us. We are not naive enough to accept with- 
out question the motives of politicians who 
buy advertising space in our publication. 
We do, however, give them the respect of an 
open mind when we accept their cash. 

Our biggest blocks of purchasers are in 
the “I read it but I think you are all social- 
ists” and “I read it because it’s different and 
interesting.” These groups do not support 
“diversity of tactics”, they do not even sup- 
port deliberate rudeness. The goals of the 
social activists at Our Voice are: to ask peo- 
ple from the first of these two groups, to 
become educated about what the issues are, 
to go to conferences, to read, to volunteer 
their time and interest where they can see 
for themselves the human costs of social 
and financial inequity. We urge the second 
group to invest personal energy in social 
activism, to go to demonstrations and show 
n the editor and by 
submitting articles and information for arti- 
cles for publication, in Our Voice and other 
publications and to support the Our Voice 
project by buying the paper or other Our 
Voice promotional items such as T-shirts 
and advertising. 

We have a social business to run here. 
Circulation is what puts money in our ven- 
dors pockets. | know the concept of “taking 
care of business” is anathema to hard core 
activists. Like it or not, the solution to deal- 
ing with the heartless and carelessly brutal 
attitudes of the global marketplace is not to 


joals by writing letters t 


his curvaceous wife suddenly is unappeal- 
ingly thin. 

And how far will replacement parts go? 
In addition to new organs like hearts lungs, 
kidneys and livers, will there be new stom- 
achs and even pig legs instead of peg legs 
for amputees? Imagine, g ing from a shoe 
size nine to a new shoe size one with those 
dainty little piggy feet. And whatf-famine 
hits? Would it be unethical to recover some 
pig meat from former transplantees? It 
couldn't be termed cannibalism as long as 
all you ate was the transplanted heart and 
not the rest of dead John Doe. 

Of course, control groups are needed to 
assess the pros and cons of new piggy parts. 
Would there be a difference in the heart 
transplant survivors with pig hearts and 
those with human hearts. Maybe- one lazy 
afternoon | caught a program on TV on 
transplant patients after their recovery. A 
woman said when she came out of OR she 
had a desire for a glass of beer. Before sur- 
gery, she never even liked beer. Later, she 
found out that the donor had been a young 
man given to recreational use of beer. 


Number of Parisians who break bones or are hospitalized each year after slipping on dog feces : 650 


ull 


destroy business or effective business prac- 
tice, but to invest business with heart again, 
in a real way, not through bullshit advertis- 
ing in the media while employees and prod- 
uct suppliers are exploited. One very effec- 
tive business practice is careful evaluation 
of your projects, you go looking for your 
reality check, you don’t wait until it sneaks 
up and bites you in the nether parts. 

At Our Voice we get our reality check at 
the end of every month when we see how 
many unsold copies of our newspaper have 
to go to the recycle bin. We don’t believe in 
chopping down trees to throw them in the 
landfill. The advice I would give those in the 
protest movement who are offended by my 
lack of unconditional support is, find for 
yourself a way of evaluating the success or 
failure of your attempts to sway public 
opinion to your cause that is as direct and 
unequivocal as our sales figures are to us. 
Another point to ponder for those in the 
movement is: How much would it cost you 
in printing costs and volunteer manpower 
to get six thousand copies per month of 
your pamphlets, manifestos and other com- 
muniqueés into the hands of citizens of the 
on the streets of Edmonton? Do you have 
the resources or political will to do what we 
at Our Voice do every month? I have rela- 
tives in Calgary, I'll be at the G-8 Summit 


and a fairer redistribution of the world’s 
resources. I don’t care if the way I do this 
does not please everyone, because “If I can’t 
dance, it's not my revolution.” 


THERESA McBryan 


Would all the new xenotransplantees be 
drawn to mud packs, mud wrestling and 
other muddy sports? Or could we simply 
explain the new interest in mud as being 
due to the fact that the person was too sick 
to indulge before the operation? 

Since the heart is the center of love and 
desire, would donors be filled with animal 
passion? It may not be all bad - pigs can be 
very friendly companions, and make good 
pets, but the squeals might be a little hard 
on the ears. Apartment dwellers would have 
to be especially careful. 

With new pigs being bred with altered 
DNA containing some human bits for use 
as organ donors, it appears to be only a 
matter of time before patients will be offered 
the option of zenotransplants. For someone 
who has been waiting years for a kidney or 
a liver, it could be a welcome alternative. 
However, there is still the question of ethics. 
How do we get the pigs to sign those organ 
donor cards ~ squeal once for “yes” and 
twice for “no”? 


Linda Dumor 


WARNING 
HEALTH HAZARD 


DO NOT EAT MORE THAN ONE BASS 
PER WEEK, PER ADULT DUE TO 
HIGH MERCURY CONTENT 


CHILDREN & PREGNANT WOMEN 
SHOULD NOT EAT. BASS 


Health Care 
System Fails 
Homeless and 
Low Income 
People 


n Homeless Persons Memorial 

Day, when we recognize that 

death on the streets is all too fre- 

quently the result of homelessness, 

it is appropriate to consider the many ways 

that sickness and death intersect with home- 
lessness. 

Poor health is always associated with 


beginning with a lost job, depletion of sav- 
ings today for needed health care, and even- 
tual eviction. Thirteen percent of homeless 
patients surveyed in a national study said 
that poor physical health was a factor in 
their becoming homeless. Of those patients, 
half said health was a “major factor” and 


start a ered coer into OS Tomeleese 


15% stated that it was the “single most 
important” factor. 

The experience of homelessness poses 
very real hazards to one’s health. With the 
exception of obesity, strokes, and cancer, 
homeless people are more likely to suffer 
from every category of chronic health prob- 
lems. Homeless people frequently lack access 
to the most basic health care services. The 
vast majority of homeless people are among 
the 42 million people in the United States 
who lack health insurance of any kind-- 
public or private. 

Establishing health care as a right will 
correct a fundamental social problem that 
contributes to increasing homelessness. 
Three important principles of health care 
reform still must be satisfied: universal 
health insurance coverage, guaranteed 
access to health care services, and compre- 
hensive benefits. Universal coverage - for all 


people establishes 1 the basic human right to 


ble for homeless seule with dinics conve- 
niently located and no barriers of cost or 
provider attitudes. Comprehensive services- 
including substance abuse treatment, men- 
tal health services, and dental and vision 
care-must be readily available for people 
including those in particular need because of 
their homelessness. 


i, 
tT J 


Bringing homeless people and poor peo- 
ple at risk of homelessness into the health 
care system will ease the pain of life on the 
streets, reduce the impact and cost of com- 
municable diseases and other illnesses, and 
help to avoid unnecessary deaths on the 
streets. For homeless people, health care is 
literally a matter of life and death. 

No federal funding 
stream targets the 
treatment needs of 
homeless people with 
substance abuse disor- 
ders. Perhaps more 
than any other health 
condition, chemical 
dependencies _ put 
homeless people at risk 
of death on the streets. 
Yet waiting lists for 
treatment slots are 
impossibly long for 
poor and homeless 
people. On January 1, 
1997, over 140,000 
adults disabled by sub- 
stance abuse disorders 
lost the SSI benefits 
that many had used to 
pay for housing and 
which made them eli- 


jible lor Medic lk i] and 


Govern policy. 

HIV/AIDS has had a devastating impact 
on homeless people. At least 3 % of homeless 
people test positive for HIV, and 16% of sin- 
gle adult homeless men in New York are 


HIV-positive. People with HIV/AIDS often 
face discrimination in searching for employ- 
ment and housing: 36% of people with AIDS 


“Establishing 
health care as a 
right will 
correct a 
fundamental 
social problem 
that contributes 
to increasing 
homelessness.” 


hazard 
health 


have been homeless since learning they had 
HIV or AIDS. Adequate treatment of this 
complex illness requires stable housing, yet 
persons with AIDS die on the streets of our 
country. 

Tuberculosis, still the number one infec- 
tious disease killer of adults worldwide, is a 
disease of poverty to which homeless people 
are vulnerable 
because of the congre- 
gate settings in which 
they live and their 
lack of accessible 
health care. Fourteen 
percent of those 
affected by TB in the 
United States are con- 
nected to homeless- 
ness in some form. 
Much more must be 
done to identify and 
treat homeless per- 
sons infected with TB, 
without violating 
their rights or threat- 
ening their precarious 
sheltered arrange- 
ments. 

Through the col- 
laborative work of 
service 


providers, 


brought to the ieront and effective models 
for resolution and positive change can be 
created and shared. On this sad Homeless 
Persons’ Memorial Day, we remain commit 
ted to positive changes and to less death and 
suffering on the streets of our nation. 


NATIONAL COALIT HOMELES 


ON FOR THE 


raj against the machine 


he Alberta government has creat- 
ed a false sense of crisis around 
public health care to try to con- 
vince us that we need higher fees, 
more privatization and less services. 
This is exactly the wrong solution to 
problems in our public health care sys- 
tem. 


Delisting Services 


This is one of the most controversial rec- 
ommendations of the Mazankowski 
report. It is based on the government's 
myth that health care covers everything 
in all cases. Nothing could be further 
from the truth. 

Just ask yourself some basic questions. 
Who pays for prescription drugs? Have 
you ever had to pay for home care? How 
much do you or your loved ones pay for 
long-term care? The answers are in almost 
all cases: 1) you do 2) Yes and 3) A lot. 

Now just imagine having to pay for 
more services you need like regular check- 
ups or X-rays. Both are important proce- 


dures that can catch serious diseases early 
and save money later. 

But by forcing individuals to shoulder 
those costs, individuals will hesitate to use 
them, potentially creating serious and 
expensive problems down the road. 


New Sources of Revenue: 
User Fees by any other name 


For a government that prides itself on 
reducing taxes, it’s now quite keen to pun- 
ish individuals with health care user fees 
and higher premiums. Health care premi- 
ums alone could skyrocket by 33%. This 
is a huge tax hike on Albertans. 

Albertans should feel betrayed by a 
government that campaigned on low 
taxes and then hikes health care premi- 
ums. 

Ideas like Medical Savings Accounts 
are just user fees under another name. 
They will force Albertans to pay more for 
medical services that they need. 


Increasing private for-profit 
delivery of services 


This is the surest way to increase costs in the 
health care system. It’s been proven over and 
over again that for-profit health care providers 
are more expensive than their public counter- 
parts, Just look south of the border. Of every 
dollar spent on health care in the United 
States, 20 cents goes to company profits, rich 
executive salaries and administration. In 
Canada, 3 cents of every health care dollar 
goes to those items. 


A Better Vision For 
Public Health Care 


New Democrats have a long tradition of fight- 
ing for a better health care system. We turned 
Canada’s health care system on its head, 
implementing the public health care system 
that Canadians know and cherish today. 

Today, we are committed to building on 
public health care system we have and mak- 
ing it better. 


Number of Playboy centerfold models since 1959 whose bios claimed their favorite book was by ‘Ayn Rand : 12 


We should: 


@ Move away from paying doctors on a fee- 
for-service basis 

@ Increase the number of team-based public 
clinics like Edmonton’s Northeast Community 


Health Centre which would lighten the burden 
on our emergency rooms 


@ Reduce the number of Regional Health 
Authorities from 17 to 8 or 9 


W Set firm targets for waiting times for impor- 
tant procedures. 


@ Build up more specialized day surgery clinics 
within the public system, such as the Royal 
Alexandra Eye Centre. 


@ Gradually expand a provincial pharmacare 
program in an affordable manner to control 
the skyrocketing costs of prescription drugs. 


I urge all Albertans to contact the 
Premier right now. Tell the government that 
you want public health care fixed — not dis- 
mantled. 

RAJ PANNU 


LEADER OF THE NDP 


HEALTH tH 


“We recommend that no one 
eat more than two tons of 
turkey—that's what it would 
take to poison someone” 


CE AND HEALTH 
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5 CONFLICT 


Advertising causes conflicts 
at exactly the most vulnera- 
ble age for children to be in 

conflict with parents. 


Jou Conory 
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“The council will be chaired by 
Don Mazankowski...On behalf 
of all Albertans the chair will 
lead the dialogue with recog- 
nized experts to identify signifi- 
cant emerging health system 
issues that face our system in 
this province.” 
PREMIER RALPH KLIEN 
ALBERTA LEGISLATURE 
Marcu 20, 2000 


The Conflict 


“on Mazankowski’s' position 6f 
influence with private health 
insurance providers is substantial. 
He sits on three separate Boards at 

three different levels in the corporate struc- 
ture of Power Corporation of Canada. 
Owned by the Desmarais family of 
Montreal, (Andre Desmarais, CEO of Power 
Corp is Jean Chretian’s son-in-law) Power is 
an international management and holding 
company with extensive interests in the life 
and health insurance market. Their mission 
statement holds that “the future belongs to 
those corporations having a well-defined 
strategic vision,” and the corporate gover- 
nance practices states, “ the Directors super- 
vise the management of the business and 
affairs of a corporation. The objective of the 
Directors in performing these functions is to 
enhance the shareholder value while acting 
in the long-term best interests of the compa- 
ny.” Mazankowski is the Company Director 
and a member of the compensation com- 
mittee (responsible for determing compen- 
sation for Executive Officers and members 
of the Board) on the Board of Power 
Corporation. 

According to Power’s 2000 Annual 
Report, Great-West Lifeco made the largest 
financial contribution to Power's profitabili- 
ty in 2000 with a net income of $643 mil- 
lion. 

Mazankowski also sits on the Board of 
Great-West Lifeco, as Corporate Director 
and Business Consultant. Lifeco is a holding 
company with two subsidiary sister compa- 
nies, Great West Life Assurance Company in 
Canada, and Great West Life and Annuity 
Insurance in the United States. 

In 1997, Great West Life, with the sup- 
port of Power Financial and Investors Group 
bought London Insurance and London Life 
for $3 billion in cash and shares. This merg- 
er made Great West Canada’s largest life 
and health insurance company. In 1998 


and 1999 the American subsidiary acquired 
the group health business of several large 
Amercian companies, and with these trans- 
actions the number of Americans covered 
by the company’s health and retirement 
plans exceeded 4.6 million and the operat- 
ing earnings of Power Financial reached 
record levels. Great West Life and Annuity 
Insurance provides Americans with a full 
range of managed health care, life and dis- 
ability insurance. The President's message 
in the 2000 Annual Report claims that 
“Great West also expects to be involved in a 
major political topic in 2001—helping 
shape the future of America’s Health Care 
financing system.” 

Board position number three for 
Mazankowski is with the Canadian sub- 
sidiary of Lifeco, Great West Life. He is 
Corporate Director and Business Consultant 
for the company that serves 9 million 
Canadians and has a leading market share 
in individual life insurance, and group life 
and health insurance. 


The impact of the 
Mazankowski 


use the health care system “customers” 
instead of patients. It recommended the de- 
listing of services, and the establishment of 
criteria to determine which new diagnostic 
treatment, service or drug should be covered 
in the future, with the expansion of supple- 
mentary insurance, provided by either pub- 
lic or private organizations to cover the 
gaps created by de-listing. 

On January 23, 2002, less than two 
weeks later, the provincial government 
accepted all 44 recommendations of the 
Mazankowski report with the intent to enact 
them as policy by the year 2004. This sud- 
den action took place even though there 
had been no public or legislative debate in 
the brief time since its release. 

The Mazankowski report has been called 
a blueprint for change and, in spite of for- 
mer Federal Health Minister Allen Rock’s 
request that the provinces make no changes 
to their health care policies before the feder- 
al task force on health care (headed by Roy 
Romanow) makes its final report in the fall, 
the Klein government is moving ahead. 

The impact of the Mazankowski report 
on health care in Alberta is real and imme- 
diate. Yet concerns about Mazankowski's 
involvement with corporations that profit 
from private health insurance was dis- 
missed as “petty negativity” by Klein 
spokesperson Gordon Turtle. Provincial 


newsworthy. 

And that was it—the matter disappeared 
from the news. Media attention shifted to 
the content of the Mazankowski report. The 
Edmonton Journal ran a small editorial say- 
ing it was worth reading and two weeks 
later ran a two-page spread heralding Gary 
Mar as a possible candidate to replace Klein 
when he retires. 

Both the Calgary Herald and the 
Edmonton Journal are properties of 
CanWest Global Communications 
Corporation. Owned by the Asper family in 
Winnipeg, CanWest Global, (which also 
owns Global Television), changed the face of 
Canadian media when, in the year 2000, it 
made the largest purchase in Canadian 
media history, acquiring the Southam news- 
paper chain, 14 major daily newspapers, a 
50% share in The National Post, an addi- 
tional 126 community newspapers and spe- 
cialty web portals across Canada, CBC 
News, at the time of CanWest’s acquisiton of 
the Southam chain, reported, “the merged 
company will have complete and unparal- 
leled national and local coverage in both 
electronic and print media, plus the 
Canada.com network, a leading group of 
national and local internet sites. The same 
report quoted Bruce Wark, a professor at the 
University of King’s College journalism 
school in Halifax—“Having a TV network 


Ethics Commisioner Bob Clark stated that _ own newspapers is not a good thing in a 
report on health jen _own newspap g 


care in Alberta is 
real and 
immediate. Yet 
concerns about 
Mazankowski’s 
involvement with 
corporations that 
profit from private 
health insurance 
was dismissed as 


“petty negativity” 
The Report 


n January 8, 2002, the Premiers 
Advisory Council on Health, 
chaired by Don Mazankowski, 
released its report complete with 
44 recommendations for changing the way 
the Alberta Government provides health 
care to Albertans. It included an expanded 
role for private funding, the blending of pri- 
vate and public health care to encourage 
choice and competition and to “diverisfy 
revenue streams.” It introduced new lan- 
guage, suggesting that we call people who 


Number of people in North Carolina killed by automobiles since 1998 after lying in the middle of the road : 66 


tions, not policy statements, Mazankowski 
was outside Clark’s jurisdiction. Alberta's 
Ethics Commissioner is governed by The 
Conflict of Interest Act—narrow legislation 
only concerned with the activities of elected 
officials. While this legislative technicality 
does let Bob Clark off the hook, it shifts the 
moral responsibility for the ethics of 
Mazankowski’s appointment directly to 
Ralph Klein and Gary Mar. 


The Silence 


urrounding the question of 

Mazankowski’s conflict of interest 

there is an almost eerie media silence. 

On January 7, 2002, the Calgary 
Herald ran an editorial which minimized 
Mazankowki's involvement with the health 
insurance business and questioned, not his 
suitablity for the position as Chair of the 
council that will shape Alberta’s health care 
future, but the danger his Board positions 
might create for the cause of health care 
reform. It called for him to step down from 
the Board of Great West Life for the duration 
of his involvement with Alberta’s Health 
reform. Nine months into the process, on 
the day before the final report was released, 
it was a meaningless request. 

When questioned about Mazankoswki’s 
possible conflict of interest, Health Minister 
Gary Mar was adamant Mazankowski had 
been cleared by Bob Clarke, the Provincial 
Ethics Commisioner. Bob Clarke told 
reporters the same day that he had never 
been asked about Mazankowski. On 
January 8th, 2002, the Health Minister's 
office issued a statement claiming that the 
Minister was “mistaken” in his certainty 
that Mazankowski had ethics clearance. 
This significant mistake was not deemed 


media ownership and we don’t have that 
diversity in Canada.” 

In December of 2001, the Southam 
newspaper chain introduced a policy of 
publishing centrally written editorials in its 
regional newspapers. This move caused a 
wave of criticism from media outlets not 
owned by the Asper family, including an 
article in the Toronto Star that described the 
Aspers as “people who want you to think 
like they do.” 

An editorial in The National Post, 
January 19 responded to this criticism. 
“Press freedom is freedom from state censor- 
ship: it is not the freedom of journalists to 
write whatever they choose, regardless of 
the opinions of their employer. Newspaper 
proprieters own newspapers not simply to 
make (or lose) money and to provide writers 
with jobs; they own them because they are 
usually men of decided political views who 
want to press those views forward.” 

Both Leonard Asper, CEO of CanWest 
Global and Andre Desmarais, CEO of Power 
Corporation are members of the Business 
Council on National Issues, a non-partisan, 
not-for-profit organization, composed of 150 
leading Canadian corporations described on 
its web page as “Active in key areas of pub- 
lic policy and strongly committed to effect- 
ing economic, social and political change, 
the council repeatedly broke new ground 
with its ideas and its vigorous pursuit of 
their implementation.” 

Gail Asper, of the CanWest Aspers, who 
sits on the Board of CanWestGlobal also 
shares Board responsibilty for Great West 
Life with Don Mazankowski. 


NATASHA LAURENCE 


All information on Power Corporation, Great-West Life 
and Can West Global was taken from their respective 
web-sites. 


Power 
Corporation 
of Canada 


Power 
Financial 
Corporation 


Great-West 
Lifeco 
Inc. 


Great-West 
Life y 
Assurance Co. 


Great West Life and 
Annuity Insurance Co. is 
the American sister com- 
pany to Great-West Life 
Assurance of Canada. 

It provides Americans 
with a full range of man- 
aged health care, life and 
disability insurance. 


Mazankowski sits on 
three separate Boards 
at three different lev- 
els in the corporate 
structure of Power 
Corporation of 
Canada. 


Great-West 
Life & Annuity 
Insurance 


Co. [USA] 


Q: What is an HMO? 


An HMO is a group that contracts with medical facilities, physi- 
cians, employers and sometimes individual patients to provide 
medical care to a group of individuals. This care is usually paid 
for by an employer at a fixed price per patient. Patients generally 
do not have any significant "out-of-pocket" expenses. 


Q: This sounds like a great deal. 
What's the catch? 


The catch is rationed care. An HMO is usually a for-profit corpo- 
ration with responsibilities to its stockholders that take prece- 
dence over its responsibilities to you. The HMO directly and indi- 
rectly controls the amount of health care that the doctor is 
allowed to provide to you. 


Q: I've been going to my doctor 
for a long time. If I change my 
insurance to an HMO, can I con- 
tinue to go to the same doctor? 


Probably not. Unless your personal physician happens to be a 
member of the HMO, you can no longer continue to see that doc- 
tor under the terms of the plan. 


HMO my employer is offering. 
My company is also offering tra- 
ditional insurance. Shouldn't I 
sign up for the HMO since my 
doctor is a member? 


Once you are a patient in an HMO, your relationship with your 
doctor may be restricted. For example, if the doctor is a specialist, 
you probably cannot continue to go to that doctor. Many HMOs 
require you to choose a primary care doctor, usually a family 
practitioner, from their list. The primary care doctor, sometimes 
called a "gatekeeper," controls your access to medical care within 
the plan. Unless the "gatekeeper" decides your medical problem is 
outside his or her own sphere of expertise, you will not get 
approval to go to a specialist. 


Q: I prefer to go to a particular 
hospital. Can I still go there if I 
join an HMO? 


It depends on the plan. Many HMOs limit you to selected hospi- 
tals where they have arranged discounts. If your hospital is not 
on the list, you're out of luck. Moreover, if you need care when 
you're away from home, be prepared for some red tape. Unless 
your situation fits the HMO's definition of an emergency, the 
HMO will probably not pay your bill. 


INFORMATION TAKEN FROM WWW.HMOPAGE.ORG 
SET UP BY PHYSICIANS WHO Care, US. 


~ Year in which a medical dictionary defined heterosexuality as an “abnormal or perverted appetite" for the opposite sex : 1901 


H.M.Q.? 


Atrocity of 
the Month 


visited your page a few days ago, and was very impressed with the work 

you have done. I am sickened by the way health care has changed over 

the last few decades, and I feel that the state that it is in today is inexcus- 

able. Unfortunately, the general public appears to remain blissfully 
unaware of problems until the moment they are least able to deal with them - 
when they or a loved one is sick or injured. I am, of course, preaching to the 
choir when I say these words, so I will go ahead and give you an HMO horror 
story. This story is that of a close friend and her fiancée. Four and a half years 
ago, he was diagnosed with rhabdomyosarcoma; he was told that his tumor 
(situated just behind his eyes) was inoperable, and that his best chances for 
survival would be chemotherapy and radiation treatment. Doctors were 
unable to give him a reliable prognosis, as his form of cancer is rare in adults. 
Thankfully, he did recover, and went into remission. He visited his own physi- 
cian as well as the Dana Farber Cancer Center regularly during his remission 
for follow-up. 

About a year or so following remission, he started having lower back pain. 
His doctor, who is rewarded by an HMO for keeping the number of outside 
referrals to a minimum, prescribed Percoset time and time again, in spite of 
his patient's history of recent cancer remission. At the urging of my friend, 
who is a veterinarian, he finally pressured his doctor into referring him to a 
specialist. At first, again, IN SPITE of his medical history, the referral was 
denied, (which is, I think, VERY unacceptable) 
lumuiely, Lie did get io.a ialish; by this lime, however, he had a 
m. mass ee Conn We ator Pld Goes WES Wes pronounced 
inoperable. According to the specialist, it may well have been operable had it 
been detected earlier. Again, he pursued chemotherapy. He was put in a 
position at this time, however, to fight his HMO every step of the way, for 
every drug, treatment, hospital admission, etc, ad nauseum. If he had not 
had my friend at his side to help him fight, he may not have been able to get 
the treatment he needed and deserved. 

Eventually, doctors decided that his best hope for survival would be a stem 
cell transplant. All of his medical history was put together and submitted for 
coverage. Ten minutes after receiving the information, his claim was denied 
out of hand. Ten MINUTES!!! Again, with the help of my friend and his own 
fighting spirit, he was able (after 2 months of wrangling) to have the trans- 
plant. A nurse told my friends that, "You wouldn't believe how many people 
just go home and die," because they just don't have the physical strength or 
resources to continue to press on, forced to be their own medical advocate. | 
find this revelation utterly disgusting. They harvested stem cells from him for 
several weeks prior to the procedure, then he was hospitalized around 
Christmas to have it done. Unfortunately, the procedure has since been 
deemed a failure; he is presently in renal and hepatic failure. He is not 
expected to live more than a month. | understand that some diseases are ter- 
minal. I do NOT understand, however, a system that discourages hope at 
every turn so that the middle man (read: HMO, health insurance company, 
etc) can line his/her pockets with ill-gotten gains (no pun intended).....that is 
not what medicine is supposed to be about! This is a man who has lived a 
productive life, paid for his health insurance, and never used it for anything 
routine - only for what it was intended - a catastrophic health event! 

I should also mention that my friend’s experience with the health care sys- 
tem as a whole was horrible - doctors stretched thin, inadequate nursing staff, 
callous attitudes, and poorly trained support staff. Things are a mess out 
there. My friend told me never to go to a hospital if I can help it!! People 
should not have to fight a nameless, faceless bureaucratic monstrosity at a 
time in their lives when they are least able to do so. Doctors should not be 
rewarded for practicing less than optimal medicine (and they shouldn't be 
afraid to!). 

This problem is so huge; | have a hard time seeing how it will be unrav- 
eled without massive input from both the public and fromshealth care profes- 
sionals. | truly appreciate being given a forum in which to speak, and | wish 
you all the best for trying to do something to affect changes. 

I am a scientist by profession (doing breast cancer research), 

Sincerely, 


Anne 
INFORMATION TAKEN FROM WWW.HMOPAGE.ORG 
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about that 
two-timing guy 


en in each generation have had 

an array of reasons for “fooling 

around” or being promiscuous 

in their marriages. “A mans’ 
gotta do what a man’s gotta do” “A bull 
services more than one cow” are some of 
the adages that get bantered around to 
explain extra-martial affairs. These are joc- 
ular answers, which minimize behaviors 
that cause unhappiness and sadness’ in 
families. All of these little sayings and atti- 
tudes imply that it is part of the masculine 
mystic to have numerous sexual trysts. | 
wonder if there are not other reasons for 
men to seek affairs and sexual play outside 
of their primary relationships. Could th 
license for extra-martial affairs be control 
and competitiveness? 

Many men believe and mark their mas- 
culinity by how the women in their lives 
treat them. They lay the résponsibility to 
provide happiness and emotional nourish- 
ment on their female partners. Giving 


Family Centre 
opens early due 
to critical need 


th the crunch on affordable 
housing, the family unit is too 
often torn apart when faced with 
homelessness, with the father 
going to a shelter for men, the mother to a 
women’s shelter, and the children to yet 
another shelter or into foster homes. Now, in 
response to increasing need the AIM family 
Centre has opened its doors to their first fami- 
ly in transition even though they will not be 
officially opening before the end of February. 
“They (the family) arrived on our 
doorstep just before Christmas with a fifteen- 
day-old baby and a two-year-old boy.” said 
Leslie Regelous, director of operations for the 
shelter. “Before coming here, the family had 
to separate for shelter reasons. He became a 
“single.” 

Now the family is together, and the father 
is working. They will be able to stay at the 
family shelter until they have saved enough 
for a damage deposit and found suitable 
housing elsewhere. Then, they will be helped 
in whatever way is needed to become estab- 
lished in their own home. 

The AIM family centre has been in the 
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women this special knowl- 
edge makes them dangerous 
and powerful. They 
have an excep 
tional] 
and are the 
enemy who 


power 


needs to DE 
tamed. The manly 
response 1s to conquer 
and control. Masculinity is 
the ability to tame and domi- 
nate these most dangerous 
creatures. Defeat the beast and 
devour her sexually. 
Women are considered dif- 
ferent or opposite. They exist to 
serve men. “My wife doesn’t give 
me what I want, but my girlfriend is 
understanding.” They are like angry 
little boys stomping their 
feet to get what they want. 
It is important to control 
and influence how their 
partners look, feel and 
behave—it speaks to their mas- 
culinity. They feel the need to buy clothing 
or expensive gifts for their spouses as she is 
a mirror of his image as a man. A man 
who stakes his self-worth on the ability to 
control women obviously feels the need to 
control other aspects of his life. He is proba- 
bly one who organizes all family members 
and makes all the important decisions. I am 
also positive that most men who behave 
this way do not see themselves as control- 
ling, but as great problem solvers, making 
sure that everything is done the right way. 
Most guys who cheat on their partners 
tend to brag about their sexual feats with 
the other men in his circle. They have this 
false belief that competing and winning 
gives them status among their peers. These 
sexual encounters are not about being con- 
nected in a spiritual or emotional sense with 


another person. It is the game of conquer- x 


Ing and winning. It is abot g ni 
buddies and feeding his manhood. It is the 
same belief that guys use to buy expensive 
toys. They measure their self-worth by what 
they own and possess. It is a style of mas- 
culinity that is still alive and vibrant. In 
their fathers’ generation it was physical 
prowess, the ability to sacrifice, and with- 


Tes bheledi 
One-llIny} 
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works for over a year, with AIM Canada work- 
ing together with Philia Family Services. Once 
completed, the centre will provide housing for 
173 people, broken down into different sizes of 
family units from couples to larger families. 
While waiting for funding from the Edmonton 
Housing Trust Fund and the community to 
complete renovations, the centre will be open- 
ing in a more limited capacity housing 56 


“We're not 
waiting to go 
ahead - we’re 

working on the 
Mother Theresa 
model - 
just do it!” 


people, using money donated by the private 
sector. 

“We're not waiting to go ahead — we're 
working on the Mother Theresa model - just 
do it!” said Regelous. 

Each family will have private sleeping 


. 


stand pain. Today, it is not who has the 
biggest muscles, but who has the newest 
vehicle with the most options 

Men who chase women for sex are 
sometimes under the mistaken notion that 
they are looking for love. It does not occur 
to them that if they relaxed and 


that vulnerable little boy 


allowed 
to show himself by 
communicating his feelings to his spouse 
he might find the love he 


Manliness does not allow 


is looking for 
for expression of 
feelings, unless it is anger. In the male code 
anger is okay to express in any form; other 
feelings are not. The men I know who try to 
find their masculinity in sexual escapades 
have unhappy lives. They feel discontented 
at home and unsatisfied with extra-martial 
affairs. Their partners feel betrayed, 
untrusting and usually stay in the relation- 
ship out of fear and a sense of duty. 

Parents are the first and primary teach- 
ers of children. What are the sons and 
daughters learning about relationships? 
There is a famous quote; “ Is it better to be 
loved rather than feared, or feared rather 
than loved?” Some men think they should 
have both. 

How can I be such an expert in these 
matters? During my time on this planet | 
have experienced and practiced many of 
these values and beliefs. Even today, my 
formative training in manhood is hard to 
shake. When | hear of a friend making good 
in some venture or area of his life, I feel a 
genuine happiness for him. Even though, 
somewhere in the back of my mind a little 
voice says “ Does that make him better than 
me?” 


Our Voice 


Tye = 


roviding poor men and women with a chance to take con- 

trol of their lives is the purpose of Our Voice. For seven 

years now we have given opportunities to more than 2000 

people in Edmonton who have found themselves living in 
poverty. 

Our Voice is a project of Bissell Centre and was founded in 1994 
to empower people who were homeless or at risk of becoming so, as 
they work toward gainful employment and self-sufficiency. With 
more than a seven-year history, the Our Voice organization has 
gained notoriety for honest news reporting and our unique 
approach to addressing poverty. 


Ye S I would like to 


contribute to Our Voice! 


quarters and shared living as far as the 
kitchen, living room, playroom, laundry, 
gymnasium, and day nursery. Core staff, 
including a cook, housekeeper, and security 
persons will provide care, with the Philia 
group offering counselling and help as need- 
ed. Because of the children, there is zero toler- 
ance of alcohol and drugs on the premises. 

The family shelter is a first of its kind in 
Alberta, but there have been family shelters in 
the United States for some time. “In that 
respect they are far ahead of us,” Regelous 
said, then added that there wasn't a real need 
for family transitional housing in Alberta 
before our present government cut back on 
social services, and supports for families in 
1993, causing the unity of the family to “spi- 
ral downward”. She firmly believes that fami- 
lies need to stay together, especially when fac- 
ing problems with homelessness. 

Last summer, in response to that need, the 
Philia group housed two families with a total 
of ten children between them in a city camp- 
ground. They bought tents, food, and camp- 
ing equipment and paid the campground fees 
for the families. One family camped for two 
months, the other for almost three months 
Finally Capitol Regional Housing put them on 
their short waiting list and provided housing 
for both families. They ended up with all four 
parents working. 

“Tt was a case of just giving them a toe 
hold so they could do the rest,” said Regelous. 


LINDA DuMONT 


Our Voice has come a long way but needs more to be done and we 
cannot do it without you. Your tax-deductible financial contribution 


will allow us to continue our commitment of helping the home- 

less/and the unemployed transition into gainful employment. 
Won't you please take a minute and send in your contribution 

today? Your giving and supportive spirit will not go unrecognized. 


Please send a cheque to: 


Our Voice 10527-96 Street 
Edmonton AB. T5H 2H6 


Your money will go toward: 

@ Helping with the printing costs of Our Voice. 

@ Computer and writing training for our vendors. 

§ Continued support and empowerment services for vendors. 


Enclosed is a tax-deductible donation for 
$100.00___ $75.00__ $50.0. Other __ 


Name: 


Address: 


Organization (if any): 


Phone: 


monty 


hen the news of Monty's death 

hit the street, it was met with 

disbelief. Monty (41) died 

December 21 as a result of a 
stabbing December 10 outside the York 
Hotel. “Why would anyone want to do that 
to Monty?” is the question most often asked. 
With his shaggy hair and beard, stained 
leather jacket, and the backpack he wore 
everywhere, Monty was well known on the 
drag as a quiet, gentle alcoholic, who shared 
what little he had with his friends. 

“When he hit the street he was picking 
bottles and helped everyone out that he 
could,” Monty’s sister, Madeline Ferguson, 
said. 

Monty was originally from Grande 
Prairie, and lived in other northern Alberta 
communities before coming to Edmonton 
about six years ago to collect a settlement 
from Compensation for a finger cut off while 
working for a lumber company. Once he hit 
the city, he never went back except for visits. 
He missed his friends here too much, espe- 
cially Brenda, his life partner. They met one 
morning when she tripped and fell on the 
way to the bottle depot. Monty helped her up 
and went with her to return the empties. 
Then, they bought a bottle to share. That 
was the beginning of a lasting relationship. 


Alberta 


Their first homes were in derelict houses 
since both were homeless. They moved from 
one to another often. Twice, the houses were 
gutted by fire, then a small house a block 
from the Inner City Mission was home for a 
while. One afternoon Monty was awakened 
by the sound of heavy machinery. He fled 
the house just before the demolition crew 
tore it apart. 

Life on the street was hard. They 
scrounged food from garbage cans and knew 
every soupline offering free meals. Monty 
would take a washed out coffee can to the 
Mission for “soup to go”. 

“He was a miser,” Madeline said. “When 
he hit the streets he was picking bottles and 
hauled out everything he could from the 
garbage. He had a use for everything he col- 
lected.” For awhile, Monty even collected old 
newspapers to sell by the pound. His brother- 
in-law made him a small wagon to pull 
behind his bicycle for his ‘paper business”, 
but it was soon stolen. 

Brenda came down with TB and was hos- 
pitalized in 1999. After she was released, the 
couple was able to get an apartment, but 
their new housing situation was short-lived. 
They were soon evicted for having too many 
homeless friends crashing overnight. Back on 
the street, sometimes sleeping in parkades in 
extreme weather, they took care of each 
other. Once, when they were camped outside, 
Brenda said she was hungry in the middle of 
the night. Monty, ever ready to help, went 
out and picked her some crabapples. 

About a year ago, Monty and Brenda 


moved into Friendship Manor, but living 
inside didn’t always agree with Monty. 
Before coming to the city, Monty lived a very 
outdoor life. He was a trapper with his broth- 
er-in-law, Allen, for years, working as a fire- 
fighter in the summer. He was also known as 
a “number one farmhand” in the Keg River 
area. He missed the freedom of being out- 


doors close to nature, and would take off 


from the apartment any time night or day 
just to get outside 

Madeline said Monty was born a slow 
learner and crippled, so people often took 
advantage of him. As a small child he had 
difficulty learning to walk because his legs 
were bowed, and he had crooked fingers. In 
spite of this, he was gifted with hand skills. 
When he went back to Paddle Prairie in 
1996, he got a job in High River. “He used 
the tools from his work and made me a cor- 
ner unit for my house and a TV stand,” 
Madeline said. Skilled at beadwork, he also 
made beaded belts with people’s names on 
them, lighter covers, jewelry, watch straps, 
and even a beaded Bible cover that he sold 
for only $40. 

Monty St. Arnault was the city’s 20th 
homicide victim in 2001. For stabbing 
Monty, Greg Murray Ponicappo (41) was 
originally charged with assault with a 
weapon and possession of a weapon. He is 
now charged with second degree murder and 
possession of a weapon. 


Linda DUMONT 


First Party 


the alternative 


Leader: John Riel 
Phone: 420-0301 
Fax: 486-4690 


Health Care 
Study Circle 
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PRINTWEAR 
248893559 


14530 - 118 Avenue 


Edmonton, AB T5L 2M8 
_info@sparkprintwear.com 


~ 


YARD WORK 
SPRING CLEANING 
ODD JOBS 


No placement, adminstration, or broker fees. 
Workers are availble to work 24 hrs a day. 
7 days a week 


(Appointments made within work hrs.) 


AVERAGE HOURLY RATE - $7.00 


Bissell Centre's 
Casual Labour Office 
424-4385 


Office Hours: Mon-Thur 7am-2pm 
Frid 7am-noon 
No fee job placement service 


Operated on a non-profit basis 


Gem aiiterrervonrerierny mma yrcemun ose cm tneeoray 
of Health Study Circles. There will be four 
meetings, Saturday afternoons, 4-6 p.m. start- 


selves about Health Care in our province and to gain 
a good understanding of the complexities of the issues 
and become an effective decision - maker on Health 
Care issues. Please note: the following resource mate- 
rial will be used: 


> "Clear Answers: The Economics and Politics of For-Profit 
Medicine , by Kevin iat and Gillian Steward, is copub- 
lished by Duval House, The University of Alberta 
Press, and the Parkland Institute, Faculty of Arts, 


a* Boome 


UA 


Gall Spark 
for your 
t-shirts, 
graphics, 
hoodies, 

embroidery, 
hats, crests, 


sweat pants, 


banners, 
and more! 


ing Jan. 26, Feb. 9, 23 and Mar. 9. This study 
circle is influenced and hosted in the spirit of encour- 
aging a broad range of citizens to gather in small 
groups to engage in meaningful conversation and 
understanding on the issues and concerns of our 
times. For information about Study Circles, please see: 
http://studycircles.org/ 


The intention of this Health Care Study Circle is as fol- 
lows: 


The intent is to involve six to twelve people in a dia- 
logue about Health Care in Alberta. I would especial- 
ly like to involve people who are interested but who 
are not necessarily deeply involved in this issue. The 
first three meetings are intended to create space for 
open dialogue about Health Care. 

The last meeting is intended to determine effective 
responses. As much as anything, the purpose of this 
Study Circle is for the participants to inform them- 


“ol aj nt] s| 


University of Alberta. "Clear Answers" is available at 
the Parkland Institute Phone: (780) 492-8558 or by e- 
mail: parkland@ualberta.ca. 


> Public Bodies, Private Parts: Surgical Contracts and 
Conflict of Interest at the Calgary Regional Health 
Authority by Gillian Steward. Full study is also avail- 
able from Parkland. 


> The recently released Mazankowski Report. 
Available by calling the Government of Alberta at 
310-0000. 


> Other information and/or-publications as they are 
suggested by Study Circle participants. 


For more information about this Health Care 
Study Circle, please contact: 


Rod Olstad @ 988-3802 
or by e-mail at: rolstad@compusmart.ab.ca 
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Images from the fifth annual, 
Songs of the Street poetry 
night held on Jan. 24th 
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Breakthrough 


Learn about Ai/E10, the ultimate nutrient. Documented 
and researched by one of the world’s leading Viro- 
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I Dream! 


I dream I am being chased by a figure in a deep 
black cloak, he has a large silvery blade, and is 
slicing trees and bushes while he runs. | feel afraid 
yet it is exhilarating to watch. 


I dream | am in a fight with a short creature with 
cold eyes, my pasty red blood on its dark blue lips, 
I am in agony, more blood dripping from my 
scratched face 


| dream I am in a disoriented place, blue and 
green trees all over, everything is backwards and | 


am overwhelmed by its bright colors 


| dream I am in the brown desert Afghanistan, Bin 
Laden in front of me, gun in hand, I’m calm, but I 
don’t know why because he has a gun pointed to 
my head. 


I dream | am flying, flying in the darkness of the 
night, searching for something, I am confused, | 


don’t know what I am searching for. 


Perhaps my soul. 


ANnoreWw JAMES BERTRANE 
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The Coffee House 
Resurrection 


he first Coffee House of the year commenced on 

Tuesday, January 15th, 2002, at Bissell Centre in 

Edmonton. A free supper was served at 6:30 pm to 

around 100 inner city people, all in attendance for 
an evening of live entertainment. 

An assortment of musicians entertained the lively 
audience. The Coffee House is every third Tuesday 
throughout the year, except in December when things get 
really busy. 

In January of 2001, Earl Predy, Bissell Cen 
Manager of Finance and Administration , resurrected the 
Coffee House, a tradition that had lapsed. 

The entertaining event is an open stage and free sup- 
per that offers people a chance to get together, meet with 
old friends and discover new ones. The open stage gives 
performers a chance to practice and improve their per- 
forming skills. 

Padman Pillai is a member of the Sri Sathya Sai Baba 
Centre of Edmonton. Padman and other members of his 
organization serve soup and sandwiches to the many 
hungry people who turn out for the popular event. 

Nine very talented musicians who either played solo, 
or teamed up as duos, trios and quartets, performed vari- 
ous kinds of music including folk, rock, country rock, and 
original tunes. 

The talented musicians who kept the small audience 
entertained all evening included Dougie Carlson, Barry 
and Rob Belland, Rick Wagner, Bruce Fox, Earl Predy, 
Richard Monkman, Marguerita Roberts, and Curtis 
Whitford. 
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Jan 19th, 2002 
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DOOR PRIZES!! 


here was also a prize draw during intermission for 
members of the audience. The prizes ranged from Our 
Voice t-shirts to sweatshirts, to toques to a $10 Bissell Thrift 
Store gift certincate 

The lucky 
Saminowich 


inners receiving the prizes included Wesley 
Paul Learmonth, Jeff Roberts, and Vanessa 
Isadore 

A highlight of the evening was Dougie Carlson s guitar 
“Three Dollar Wine,’ 


ten and composed while he was serv- 


playing. He performed a solo piece 


an original piece WI 


ing time in jail at age 16 

Ron MacLellan, Distribution Co-ordinator for Our 
Voice, was impressed by Dougie Carlson’s musical and 
song-writing abilities. 

“Dougie’s a very talented guitar player for a fellow 
who's self-taught. A guy with no formal training, playing 
like he has, he’s pretty darn good. What's even more 
amazing is the fact that without any formal training, he's 
managed to write all the songs that he plays. He played 
one cover tonight, the Rolling Stones song, Dead Flowers. 
All the other songs are originals. He writes his own music, 
very, very gifted.” 

Sam Bernard who has lived in the inner city for almost 
16 years was seated in the audience. He is an avid sup- 
porter of the Coffee House and spoke proudly about its 
purpose. 

“It serves its purpose because they have young musi- 
cians that want to play and sing. They have a chance to 
do it there. People hear them. It might not be a big place 
or anything like that, but people hear them, so they can 
put their music out.” 

George Haraida, a freelance writer and Our Voice ven- 
dor, was also enjoying the evening. 

“It’s a place of relaxation. It gives a guy a better view 
of things. It’s a place to come and meet other people. You 
can hear good music at the same time.” 


JOHN ZAPANTIS 
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STEERING 
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magine having sufficient self-control to deal with the pressure of any situation life might 
bring you... expected or unexpected. Imagine developing the cool to quickly and accurately 
identify your desired outcome in any given situation. Imagine getting a handle on interfer- 
ing negative feelings like anger, guilt or depression; learning techniques for resolution of 
conflict - both with others and within yourself; becoming more self-accepting, less critical of oth- 
ers and more positive. Imagine wielding the personal power necessary to triumph over any chal- 
lenge. 

These events are not just to be imagined, they are achievable. Through the use of Control 
Theory a person can identify and reach their goals. Control Theory maintains that people are 
basically good and that their behaviour is purposeful. That is, that behaviour is internally moti- 
vated and is intended to satisfy our needs. Control Theory believes that everyone has the freedom 
to choose their behaviour and that through proper training, each person can learn to make better 
choices; choices that will improve their chances of successfully meeting their needs. 

For those interested in learning more about Control Theory, classes will be starting early in 
2002. To get more information e-mail Travis Branter at tbranter@bissellcentre.org or call Travis at 
423-2285 ext. 145. 
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citizen of 
the month 


Cafe Mosaics 


Every month, we will 
feature someone who has 
gone the extra mile to 
make a difference in the 
lives of those who are less 


Kevin Fox 


evin, 50, is single, and was 

born in Northern, Ont. He 

has lived in Edmonton for the 

past 20 years. He has train- 
ing and experience in the construc- 
tion and mining industries, but due 
to arthritis and spinal problems is 
unable to work full time. 

His father instilled in him the ini- 
tiative to help the family at an early 
age. Kevin contributed to the house- 
hold expenses when earning outside 
money and did chores. He started 


fortunate. The Citizen of 
the Month will receive a 
dinner for two courtesy of 
Cafe Mosaics on Whyte 
Avenue. 


Jeanie P. 


here is nothing complicated 
about Our Voice rookie ven- 


~ __wendor of 
eR “ -— ~ 
WS the month | as one of friendliest vendors you will 
ever meet. 

Jeanie’s sister, Evelyn, was a 
Calgary Our Voice vendor when the 
paper was last published in 
November of 1998. She inspired our 
tiny and friendly Our Voice vendor to 
become a member of the paper in 
October 2001. 

Born in Athabasca, Alberta, to a 
family of 16, Jeanie is of Metis ances- 
try. Her father worked on the railroad 
all his life, and her mother was a 
housekeeper. 

Jeanie enjoys the opportunity to 
meet new friends and clients when 
vending on her corner in front of 
Canada Place (97 Street and Jasper 
Avenue). 

“T get to meet all kinds of people. I 
love telling them about Our Voice. 
Holding up Our Voice the right way 
is very important as well.” 

She may have only 4 month's 
experience as a vendor, but she is a 
very quick learner and already has 


her life simple. She stands out, 


doing volunteer work outside the 
home at an early age and has contin- 
ued this practice for 40 years.Kevin 
has helped out the past 8 months at 
the Bissell Centre doing a variety 
tasks. He also acts as an advocate for 
the poor and homeless and helps out 
at other agencies and churches in the 
inner city. 

This past Christmas was his best 
in 10 years. He helped receive, sort 
and distribute Christmas gift 
tions at Bissell and got the best feel- 
ing from the smiles on the faces of 
both givers and receivers. The good 
feelings are still within him today. He 
encourages others to get involved 
and to do some volunteer work as it 
is a very rewarding experience that 
will provide no regrets. 

Congratulations on a job well 
done. Continue to be a good inspira- 
tion for others to get involved in 
helping to make for a better commu- 
nity. 
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Cec GARFIN 


some helpful advice to beginning Our 
Voice vendors. 

“My advice to them is they should 
not vend in bars. They should only 
vend where they're allowed to. Even if 
someone donates a dime, you should 
Vending Our Voice has opened a 
new door for our tiny lady vendor. 

“Vending has taught me how to be 
independent and to learn how to 
work with the public. I’ve worked 
with the public before. I always try 
hard. I know I do a really good job of 
it all the time.” 

When Jeanie isn't vending, she 
enjoys taking time for her many hob- 
bies including sewing, ironing (which 
she considers a hobby!), bingo, card 
games, and going for walks. 

Our single vendor loves her many 
male admirers’ but never lets the 
attention get to her head. She says, 
“They are lovely to me, because I’m 
not God or God's gift to men.” 

She would like to express her 
appreciation to the many men in her 
life and that one particular Valentine. 
She says, “Happy Valentine’s Day and 
I hope to meet all you guys. I won't 
say the names, but | got one special 
admirer. | admire him, but | won't 
say his name.” 


Reg Taylor 


advertising sales 
freelance writer 
Our Voice vendor 


Office Hours: 
Tuesday to Friday 
8 AM to 1 PM 


#101, 11816-82ST 
Edmonton, AB 

T5B 2Z3 

Phone: (780) 471-6790 


Our Voice Magazine / Bissell Centre / Native News 


Fine for “nudity” that Mississippi has proposed levying on fully clothed men "ina discernibly turgid state” : $2,000 
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Breakthrough 


Learn about Ai/E10, the ultimate nutrient. Documented 


and researched by 


one of the world’s leading Viro 
Immunologists: 


Dr Jesse Stoff 
M.D., Naturopath & Homeopath 


Clinically proven effective for: 


| Arthritis Allergies Colitis 
| | Colds & Flu Infections Candida 
Cancer Fibromyalgia Heart Disease 
Asthma Lupus HIV 
| | Crohn's Hepatitis Sinusitis 
| | Psoriasis MS Chronic Fatigue 
ees ae ee 


For more information call: 
Catherine or Revan 
(780) 488-6250 


| a 
| Take care of your immune 
system & it will take care of you ! 


New and 
Gently-Used 


Fashions 
plus... 


Bissell Centre's 
Thrift Shoppes 


== o furnituree home goods, sad 
© jewellery® c ollectibles 


f 


8818 118 Ave © antiques 

471-6644 
9232 34 Ave ; 

ws the best quality 

= lowest prices 
We are 100% non-profit | 
and locally owned 
No GST ever 

somsroey ALL PROFITS SUPPORT THE PROGRAMS 
mee Or SVE AND SERVICES OF BISSELL CENTRE 

AYS A WEEK 


IN EDMONTON'S INNER CITY 


Suite 101 
10426-81 Ave 
Edmonton, AB 
T6E 1X5 

PH: [780] 439-3611 
FAX: [780] 439-8543 


x 
www.cgklaw.net 


Advocating for workplace 
justice and human rights 


CHIVERS 
GRECKOL 


LAWYERS 


ROBERT P CHRISTENSEN PROFESSIONAL CORPORATION | 
Barristers and Solicitors 
11450-124 Street 
Edmonton, AB 


Robert P. Christensen 
Russell R. Wilkinson 


Phone: 454-0387 Fax: 454-0389 


General Practise of Law 


WOICE <15> 


Across 


1. Set about or assaulted 

5. Sudden sharp noises or blemishes 
10. Musical drama which can be comic or grand 
11. Bomber or fighter 

12. Immediately in a flash 

13. Occurrence or a happening 
14. Conditions at the north pole 
15. Beautifies a salad 

18. Lusts after 

20. To stay where you are 

22. Shellfish 

24, One and the same 

25. Panic-stricken 

26. To air one's views 

27. Type of pastry or bacon 

28. A feeling that someone is close or near by 


Down 


A type of bomb 
Valuables to hold dear 
Personal particularities 
Flexible and pliable 
Commercial travellers 
The act of pursuing 
Most syrupy 
Having addressed God 
16. Pick from the assortment 
17. Having been given knowledge 
19. Whiskey, brandy or gin 
20. Being of delicate build 
21. Small case into which an object fits 
23. Protective garment 
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